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Current status and legislation on wildlife protection in the mountains of Kyrgyz Republic
Maksatbek ANARBAEYV (International University of Kyrgyz)

Abstract
Kyrgyzstan is a mountainous republic of 200,000 km? that is located in the heart of Central Asia. The majority of
the territory is part of the Tien-Shan and Pamir-Alai Mountain systems with the highest peaks over 7,000 meters
above sea level. These mountain ecosystems are characterised by a high level of species richness, rarity of
habitats and endemism. Furthermore, the mountains of Central Asia are listed in the Global 200 ecoregions as a
priority for global conservation and are referred to as “Biodiversity Hotspots™. Since the dissolution of the Soviet
Union in 1991, post-socialist Kyrgyzstan has faced rapid socio-economic and political transformation which has
resulted in changes not only to local livelihoods, but also in wildlife management.
Because of their geographic location mountain landscapes of Kyrgyzstan play a crucial bridging role in the
distribution of mountain biodiversity. These territories are habitat for rare and iconic large mammals such as
snow leopard, brown bear, Turkestan lynx, wolf and their natural prey species, the argali, Siberian ibex, Tien-
Shan wapiti-maral, roe deer, various kinds of marmots. Traditionally humans directly used many of these
animals for in their subsistence lifestyle, as well as for pelt, fur and more recently as international trophy-game
species. International environmental organisations claim that the population of wild predators is declining at a
disturbing rate. This is occurring due to the loss of habitat and prey, conflict with humans, poaching and illegal
trade.
Despite economic hardship, the Kyrgyz Government has declared that wildlife conservation is a priority under
state policy, and it is included within its National Development Strategy 2025.Therefore, on 23 October 2013 the
representatives of international donor organisations and political leaders in the governments of all twelve snow
leopard range countries came together in Kyrgyzstan and adopted the Bishkek Declaration on the Conservation
of the Snow Leopard.
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